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ing of varieties of wheat which will ripen in the short intense
summers with their long days A period approaching 90
days for the growing season is necessary for successful wheat
growing Rye barley and oats are better suited as crops
for this region Considerable interest attaches to Russian
experiments in crossing rye and wheat and in breeding a
perennial wheat suited to the hot grasslands
4 B   Tundra Regions
This is the zone of dwarfed and sparse vegetation into
which the forest fades away on the north and which in its
turn gives place to the unbroken fields of snow and ice around
the pole Here all agriculture is impossible and only in the
summer is nomadic man active in these regions by reason
of the movements of animals
5   The Highland Regions
There are considerable local variations in climate due to
differences in elevation Near the equator on plateaux such
as those of Ecuador and Colombia the heat is tempered by
altitude and the highlands are far more attractive to whites
than the muggy malarial lowlands Here instead of the
tropical crops of the lowlands the inhabitants graze sheep
and cattle and cultivate temperate crops
Much of the land in the interior of the continents in the
warm temperate zone is extremely high In North America
the Great Plains and Rocky Afountain Plateaux are m the
main above 3 000 feet These are areas of deficient rainfall
being far removed from the sea on the east and sheltered
from the Westerlies Arid tracts are common and the
grassland provides pasturage for sheep and cattle The snow
water from the heights has been utilized for irrigation in
favoured valleys On the Bolivian Plateau rainfall is also